Motile and mesophilic Aeromonas species are well-known as a cause of generalized infections in immunocompromised patients. These microorganisms are also considered primary intestinal pathogens, even though the results of some studies do not entirely confirm acceptance of this conclusion (1) .
The differentiation of Aeromonas isolates into species is generally done by biochemical tests, some of which require up to 5 days before they can be read. In certain circumstances, early identification of aeronmonads to the species level is requested, as in the case of strains isolated from feces of patients at risk for bacteremia. Most of the strains isolated from bacteremic subjects are in fact Aeromonas hydrophila and Aeromonas sobria. The third motile and mesophilic Aeromonas species, Aeromonas caviae, is seldom isolated in extraintestinal infections, and even when isolated from patients with diarrhea, it is not considered to be of etiological importance since it only rarely shows phenotypic characteristics of enteropathogenicity.
We found that the three mesophilic Aeromonas species can be differentiated in only 18 to 24 h by testing the isolates for the production of a CAMP-like factor. A (Fig. 1 ). Plates were incubated at 37°C overnight, one plate aerobically, the other anaerobically. Streptococcus agalactiae ATCC 13813 was used as a positive control.
A. hydrophila strains produced the CAMP-like factor either aerobically or anaerobically, A. sobria strains produced it only aerobically, and A. caviae strains did not produce it at all (Fig. 1) . 
